
Bharuch Heritage

While reaching Bharuch, one would be 
amazed to discover the long rampart which 
is dominating the peaceful Narmada waters. 
It creates an unforgettable scene.

This grand picture reflects the rich history of an ancient 
city which was once upon a time the gateway of the 
Indian subcontinent. Local sayings trace the origin of 
Bharuch to the time of the legendary sage Brighu Rishi 
who would have given his name to the city (in Sanskrit 
“Bhrgukachchha” for Bhrgu's riverbank). 
All throughout the Greek and the early historical period 
Bharuch was a prosperous trade centre and the first port 
town of India. It was an attractive commercial place 
where all merchandises were available (olive oil and red 
coral  from Mediterranean Sea, ivory, gems, wood work, 
prints and various types of fabrics from Bharuch and 
other regions of India, spices from South-East Asia, etc). 

Numerous merchants and travellers recorded their visit 
in Bharuch and wrote accounts on the glorious port: we 
know first about the Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang, then 
Arab travellers like al-Masudi, and later on Europeans 
like Jean de Thévenot or Jean-Baptiste Tavernier.

“Bhangyu Bhangyu Toye Bharuch” 
Bharuch became the target of all great empires and rulers 
because of its wealth and position. The city suffered 
multiple attacks and raids, it although remained active till 
the Industrial Period. Dutch factory and Parsi traders kept 
it as a dynamic market, well known for bafta cloth.

 Today’s Bharuch is no more a port, but it still stands, on the 
bank of the Narmada, as a majestic city.  
Let the wind whisper in your ears stories about the glory of 
one of the greatest megalopolis of India...

Ð#¿ ÍÚo¿Èâ Á ÌÑôÊâÌâ ÌäÓÌâï éÍÓÌâ Ðâ½ë ã»lÔâÌä ÔâïÏä 
ÊäÕâÔÌí ’Êçæ Ì’Óí áâÍÇÌë Êï½ »Óä Êë Àë. áë» ÁÑâÌâÑâï ÐâÓÈäÒ 
éÍ¼ïÅÌâ ÍýÕë× ]âÓ áëÕâï áâ Íýâ¿äÌ ×ÚëÓÌä ’ÚíÁÔâÔäÌä ÖâÜä ÍçÓâÕÈí 
áâ Ì’Óí Àë. áëÕä ÍÇ Ôí» ÕâÒ»âáí Àë »ë áâ ×ÚëÓ ÑÚâÌ Ðö½ç±ãØÑçãÌ áë 
ÍíÈë ÕÖâvÒçï Àë. (Öïs»öÈÑâï Ðö½ç »cÀ, Ðö½çÌí ÌÊä ã»ÌâÓí ÈÓä»ë áíÛ¼âÒ Àë) 

Íýâ¿äÌ ÖÑÒÉä ÔæÌë ½ýä» ÖÑÒ ÖçËä Ð#¿ áë» ’ÚíÁÔâÔä ÕâÛçï ¼çÏ 
Á á½tÒÌçï ÐâÓÈÌçï ÍýÉÑ ÏïÊÓ ÚÈçï. ÕëÍâÓ éYí½Éä ËÑËÑÈçï áâ ÏïÊÓ 
ÐçÑDÒ ÖÑç¨ ÈÓÎÌâ áíãÔÕ áíæÔ áÌë ÔâÔ ÍÓÕâÛâ,  Ð#¿ ÈÉâ ÐâÓÈÌâ 
ánÒ ÍýÊë×Ìâ ÚâÉä ÊâïÈ, ÓtÌí, »âwÄ »âÓä½Óä, ÀâÍ»âÑ, áÌë »âÍÅ, ÊãÜÇ-
ÍèÕô áëã×ÒâÌâ ÑÖâÔâÌâ ÕëÍâÓäáí ÑâÃë áâ»ØôÇÌçï »ën¨ ÚÈçï. 

»ëÃÔâÒ ÕëÍâÓäáí áÌë ÍýÕâÖäáíáë ÈëÑÌâ ÊsÈâÕë’ëÑâï Ð#¿Ìâ 
ÏïÊÓÌä ÐvÒÈâÌä ÖâÜäáí ÍçÓâÕä Àë. ÑçKÒtÕë ¿äÌÌí ÍýÕâÖä ÂeÌÂo½, áÓÏ 
ÍýÕâÖä, áÔ ÑÖçÊä áÌë åbÌ ÏÃçÃâ áÌë tÒâÓÏâÊ Âo Ê ÉëÕÌí, Âo ÏâãÈsÈ, 
ÈÕìÚôãÌÒë ÁëÕâ »ëÃÔâÒ ÒçÓíãÍÒÌíÌí ÖÑâÕë× ÉâÒ Àë.

"ÐâïgÒçï ÐâïgÒçï ÈíÒ Ð#¿' 
Ð#¿Ìä ’ÚíÁÔâÔä áÌë á½tÒÈâÌë ÔäËë Ð#¿ éÍÓ »ëÃÔâÒ 

ÖÑýâÃíáë áÌë» ÕâÓ Ð#¿ éÍÓ áâ®ÑÇ »Òçõ. áâÌë ÔäËë Ð#¿Ìë ¾Ççï ÖÚÌ 
»ÓÕçï ÍÅÒçï ÀÈâï ÍÇ Ð#¿ Àë» áîYíã½» ®âïãÈÌâ ÖÑÒ ÖçËä »âÒôÓÈ Ó[çï. 
ÏâÎÃâ »âÍÅ, Å¿ áîYíã½» ½öÚ áÌë ÍâÓÖä ÕëÍâÓäáíáë ÈëÌë ‘ÕïÈ Óâ¼Õâ 
ÑâÃë á½tÒÌçï Òí½ÊâÌ áâpÒçï. 

áâÁÌçï Ð#¿ ÚÕë ÏïÊÓ ÌÉä Ó[çï ÍÓïÈç áë» ÁÑâÌâÌâ vÒâÍ» ×ÚëÓÌâ 
ÐvÒ ÐçÈ»âÛÌä ÒâÊí Õâ½íÛÈçï ÌÑôÊâ ÌÊäÌâ ã»ÌâÓë áÅä¼Ñ êÐçï Àë.

Ð#¿Ìä áãsÑÈâ
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ÐvÒ ÐçÈ»âÛ ËÓâÕÈâ ÏïÊÓ ×ÚëÓÌâ 
áÕ×ëØí áÌë æÑâÓÈí.
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Monuments and Remains 

of a Glorious Port Town.
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The Begum Vadi is a 18th C. building named after the 
daughter of the big merchant Mirza Moazziz. It is 
now one of the spacious Parsi building which terraces 
and gardens offer a wunderful view on the Narmada.

The Brighu Rishi Sthan is said to be 
standing where the city of Bharuch 
was founded by the sage. The temple 
still bears ancient lingas and reliefs.

The strong stone and brick city rampart 
is still standing on the Narmada side.

Numerous carved havelis and housing from 17th to 20th C 
have survived in the bazars and residential streets of Bharuch. 
They remind of the presence of many foreign merchants 

The Parsi Agiari dated 1760 is one of the oldest 
Fire Temples of Bharuch. The port hosted a strong 
community of Parsi merchants who built many 
mansions and several other temples.

Dashashwamedh Ghat on the 
Narmada is the place where the Asura 
King Mahabali would have done the 
sacrifice of ten horses. Several 
temples are built near the ghats.

The large Furza Tower remains as 
major city landmark and place where 
custom duties of the port were cleared.
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ÍâÓÖä áã½ÒâÓä,1760, Ð#¿Ìä ÁçÌâÑâ ÁçÌä áã½ÒâÓäáíÑâïÌä áë» 
Àë.Ð#¿ ÏïÊÓ ÍÓÌâ ÖÑö} ÍâÓÖä ÕëÍâÓäáíáë Ïä‘ ¾Çä áã½ÒâÓäáí The Juma Masjid, completed  in 1321, is one of the oldest mosque of 

Gujarat. The prayer hall is a massive building with pillar facade. It 
stands, due to its spolia, at the confluence of multiple cultural forms.
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 ÁçmÑâ Ñs‘Ê, ÑçÚïÑÊ Èç½Ô» Ìâ ÖÑÒ½âÛâ ÊÓãÑÒâÌ 1321Ìä ÖâÔÑâï Ð#¿Ñâï ÏâïËÕâÑâï 
áâÕëÔä áâ Ñs‘Ê ½çÁÓâÈÌä ÖîÉä Íýâ¿äÌ Ñs‘ÊíÑâïÌä áë» Àë. ÁëÑâï ÌÑâÁ áÊâ »ÓÕâ ÑâÃëÌí 
ãÕ×âÛ ¼ïÅ áâÕëÔí Àë. ÁëÌí ÓÕë× êÐâ áâËâÓsÈïÐí ÕâÛí Êë¼âÒ Àë. áâ æÑâÓÈ éc¿»íÃäÌâ 
ÏÚçãÕË Öâïs»öãÈ» ÑëÛâÕÅâÌâ ÍçÓâÕâ ÖÑâÌ Àë. 

Ðö½ç ±ãØÌçï sÉâÌ, Íýâ¿äÌ iÔ½ ÈÉâ ÑçüÈáí ËÓâÕÈçï 
áâ ÑïãÊÓ Ðö½ç±ãØÌâ sÉâÌ ÈÓä»ë ’ÇäÈçï Àë. áëÕçï 
»ÚëÕâÒ Àë »ë áâ ±ãØÑçãÌáë ’Èë áâ ÁgÒâáëÉä 
Ð#¿Ìä sÉâÍÌâ »Óä ÚÈä. 

 ÌÑÊâ ÌÊäÌâ ã»ÌâÓë Ê×âœÑëË ¾âÃ áâÕëÔí Àë. »ÚëÕâÒ 
Àë »ë áÖçÓíÌâ Óâ’ ÑÚâÏãÔáë áâ ÁgÒâ éÍÓ Ê× 
¾íÅâáíÌä ÏãÔ ¿ÆâÕä ÚÈä. áâ ¾âÃÌä áâÖÍâÖ Ïä’ 
¾Çâ ÑïãÊÓí áâÕëÔâ Àë.

ÖçïÊÓ »íÈÓÇäÕâÛä 18, 19 áÌë 20Ñä ÖÊäÌä »ëÃÔäÒ 
ÚÕëÔäáí áâÁë ÍÇ Ð#¿Ìä Ï’Ó ÈÉâ ÓÚëÇâï» ãÕsÈÓÑâï 
éÍãsÉÈ Àë. Áë Ð#¿Ìâ ÐèÈ»âÛ áÌë ’ÚíÁÔâÔäÌä ÖâÜä 
ÍçÓâÕë Àë.

áë» ÑíÃâ ÍâÓÖä ÕëÍâÓä ãÑÂâô ÑçáâãÂÂë 
18Ñä ÖÊäÑâï ÈëÌä Êä»ÓäÌâ ÌâÑ ÍÓÉä 
áâ Ïë½Ñ ÕâÅä ÌâÑÌçï áâãÔ×âÌ Ñ»âÌ 
ÏïËâvÒçï ÚÈçï. 
ãÕ×âÛ á½âÖäáí áÌë Ï½ä¿â ËÓâÕÈçï 
áâ Öï»çÔ ÍÓÉä áâÁë ÍÇ ÌÑôÊâ ÌÊäÌí 
ÖçïÊÓ Ì’Óí ’ëÕâ ÑÛë Àë.

Ð#¿Ìí ½Æ, ™Ãí áÌë ÍtÉÓÌí ÏÌëÔí áâ ½Æ áâÁë 
ÍÇ ÌÑôÊâ ã»ÌâÓë áÅä¼Ñ éÐí Àë. áë» ÁÑâÌâÑâï 
ÁëÌí éÍÒí½ Ð#¿ ÏïÊÓÌä Á»âÈ é¾ÓâÕâ ÑâÃë 
»ÓÕâÑâï áâÕÈí ÚÈí. 

The Madrasa Mosque is one unique example 
of Islamic wooden architecture in India. The 
building was repaired in 1609 but the finely 
carved wooden pillars may be going back to 
the 11th C. Adjoining is the shrine of famous 
Saint Maulana Ishaq (died 1660).
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Ñ¨Öâ Ñs‘Ê,áâ Ñs‘Ê ÐâÓÈäÒ åsÔâãÑ» »âwÄ»Ôâ ÈÉâ 
sÉâÍtÒ»ÔâÌí Ïë’ëÅ ÌÑçÌí Àë. áâæÑâÓÈÌçï ÖÑâÓ»âÑ 1609Ñâï 
»ÓÕâÑâï áâÕëÔçï, ÍÓïÈç ÈëÌçï ÏâïË»âÑ »Êâ¿ 11Ñä ÖÊäÑâï »ÓÕâÑâï 
áâvÒçï Ú×ë. áâ sÉâÍtÒÌë Ô½íÔ½ ÍýKÒâÈ ÖïÈ ÑîÔâÌâ åS»Ìä 

áÚI ÏïËâÕä ÚÈä. 

(such as the Dutch and the British Factory), 
and of the wealth of the city inhabitants.

The Golden Bridge built in 1881 by the British crosses 
the Narmada. The narrow iron bridge which is still in 
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½ílÅÌ ÏýäÁ, Ð#¿ ÍâÖë ÌÑôÊâ ÌÊäÌâ Ïë »âïÄâÌë ’ëÅÈí 
1881Ñâï áï½ýë’ë ]âÓâ ÏâïËÕâÑâï áâÕëÔí áâ ÍçÔ áâÁë 
ÍÇ Íý’Ìä ÖëÕâÑâï áÅä¼Ñ êÐí Àë. áâ Öâï»Åí ÍçÔ 
Ð#¿ ÍâÖë ÌÑôÊâ ÌÊä ÍÓÌâ ÌÁÓâÇâï ÖÑâÌ Àë. 

use offers a splendid view on the city.
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