While reaching Bharuch, one would be “Bhangyu Bhangyu Toye Bharuch” DARSHAK
amazed to discover the long rampart which Bharuch became the target of all great empires and rulers « ITIHAS
is dominating the peaceful Narmada waters. because of its wealth and position. The city suffered S Niom

multiple attacks and raids, it although remained active till
the Industrial Period. Dutch factory and Parsi traders kept

It creates an unforgettable scene.

This grand picture reflects the rich history of an ancient
city which was once upon a time the gateway of the
Indian subcontinent. Local sayings trace the origin of
Bharuch to the time of the legendary sage Brighu Rishi
who would have given his name to the city (in Sanskrit
“Bhrgukachchha” for Bhrgu's riverbank).

All throughout the Greek and the early historical period
Bharuch was a prosperous trade centre and the first port
town of India. It was an attractive commercial place
where all merchandises were available (olive oil and red
coral from Mediterranean Sea, ivory, gems, wood work,
prints and various types of fabrics from Bharuch and
other regions of India, spices from South-East Asia, etc).

Numerous merchants and travellers recorded their visit
in Bharuch and wrote accounts on the glorious port: we
know first about the Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang, then
Arab travellers like al-Masudi, and later on Europeans
like Jean de Thévenot or Jean-Baptiste Tavernier.
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Today’s Bharuch is no more a port, but it still stands, on the : '
bank of the Narmada, as a majestic city. N ([)) ﬁa ru C ﬁ ﬂé rl ta g e
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Monuments and Remains

of a Glorious Port Town.
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1 The Parsi Agiari dated 1760 is one of the oldest
Fire Temples of Bharuch. The port hosted a strong
community of Parsi merchants who built many
mansions and several other temples.
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9 The Madrasa Mosque is one unique example
of Islamic wooden architecture in India. The
building was repaired in 1609 but the finely
carved wooden pillars may be going back to
the 11th C. Adjoining is the shrine of famous
Saint Maulana Ishaq (died 1660).
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8 The strong stone and brick city rampart J 8

is still standing on the Narmada side.

P ] The large Furza Tower remains as
major city landmark and place where
custom duties of the port were cleared.
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3 The Brighu Rishi Sthan is said to be
standing where the city of Bharuch
was founded by the sage. The temple
still bears ancient lingas and reliefs.

Bharuch Walled City
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2 The Juma Masjid, completed in 1321, is one of the oldest mosque of
Gujarat. The prayer hall is a massive building with pillar facade. It
stands, due to its spolia, at the confluence of multiple cultural forms.

AL WS, HEHE 2LAS AL AHLRUAL e HULA 13 Al ALl ¢3AHL olig Ml

20a¢l 211 H2ewe Ul Al Wl HewElixll B1s . FHL AHIY HHEL S Hiesdl
(Aguon vis Ul €9, il 299 Glotl PUAIRRAHL ALl Buld €9, i SHIRA G531 . /,5
ol Aiglds RoUALAL YA JHIA 9. JPPEE
SONERI DARWAJA .- P “ RATAN TALAV 4
JPPTE . '-‘ . 4 Dashashwamedh Ghat on the
Tt ST | Narmada is the place where the Asura
DAR\

A 3 King Mahabali would have done the
sacrifice of ten horses. Several

temples are built near the ghats.
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5 The Golden Bridge built in 1881 by the British crosses
the Narmada. The narrow iron bridge which is still in
use offers a splendid view on the city.
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6  Numerous carved havelis and housing from 17th to 20th C
have survived in the bazars and residential streets of Bharuch.
They remind of the presence of many foreign merchants

(such as the Dutch and the British Factory),

and of the wealth of the city inhabitants.
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wewsf The Begum Vadi is a 18th C. building named after the
daughter of the big merchant Mirza Moazziz. It is
now one of the spacious Parsi building which terraces

and gardens offer a wunderful view on the Narmada. o N .
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